20000311.ba v02_n830.bam.20000311 


>From ???@??? Sat Mar 11 04:36:45 2000 -0600 

Date: Sat, 11 Mar 2000 04:34:15 CST 

From: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

Subject: BOATANCHORS digest 2830 

Message-Id: <20000311104547 .085B6274AC@devel43.theporch. com> 


BOATANCHORS Digest 2830 
Topics covered in this issue include: 


1) ts-16 apni 

by luc dugas <collins2@globetrotter.net> 
2) 4b/551b 

by luc dugas <collins2@globetrotter.net> 
3) RE: Lifeboat radio - a quiet career 

by "Christopher A.Bowne" <radiobwn@riconnect.com> 
4) Re: Lifeboat radio - a quiet career 

by "Hue Miller" <kargokult@proaxis.com> 
5) Re: Lifeboat radio - a quiet career 

by "Hue Miller" <kargokult@proaxis.com> 
6) Re: Lifeboat radio - a quiet career 

by Neal McEwen <nmcewen@metronet.com> 
7) Re: Lifeboat radio - a quiet career 

by "Hue Miller" <kargokult@proaxis.com> 
8) Radio in the World War (I) 

by Richard Post <post@ouvaxa.cats.ohiou.edu> 
9) re: CRT-3 and lifeboat radio related 

by "Hue Miller" <kargokult@proaxis.com> 
10) Re: CRT-3 and lifeboat radio related 

by Neal McEwen <nmcewen@metronet.com> 
11) Re: Lifeboat radio - a quiet career 

by Dick Dillman <ddillman@igc.org> 
12) BC-348, A.C. Internal Power Supply, Military? 

by PLT1032@aol.com 
13) re: CRT-3 and lifeboat radio related 

by Andre Guibert <aguibert@sympatico.ca> 
14) Re: Lifeboat radio - a quiet career 

by "Sandy W5TVW" <ebjr@i-55.com> 
15) Re: Lifeboat radio - a quiet career 

by "Hue Miller" <kargokult@proaxis.com> 
16) Re: Lifeboat radio- a quiet career 

by David Stinson <arc5@ix.netcom.com> 
17) Re: Lifeboat radio - a quiet career 

by Dick Dillman <ddillman@igc.org> 
18) Re: Lifeboat radio- a quiet career 


by Dick Dillman <ddillman@igc.org> 
19) Re: Lifeboat radio- a quiet career 

by Arden Allen <gumbear@pacbell.net> 
20) Re: Lifeboat radio - a quiet career 

by "Hue Miller" <kargokult@proaxis.com> 
21) Re: Lifeboat radio- a quiet career 

by "Hue Miller" <kargokult@proaxis.com> 


Message-ID: <38C97934.FEB50E7D@globetrotter.net> 
Date: Fri, 10 Mar 2000 18:37:40 -0400 

From: luc dugas <collins2@globetrotter.net> 
MIME-Version: 1.0 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: ts-16 apni 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


i have for sale the above taest set used to test altimeter. come with 
all trhe cables. luc ve2l1gj 73s 


Message-ID: <38C979D2.4DAEC461@globetrotter.net> 
Date: Fri, 10 Mar 2000 18:40:18 -0400 

From: luc dugas <collins2@globetrotter.net> 
MIME-Version: 1.0 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: 4b/551b 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


is someone on the group aware of what that tube maybe. it is a ITT 
tube. luc ve2l1gj 73s 


Message-ID: <Q1BF8AC5.E99045C0@dia153.pm3-v90.mystic.riconnect.com> 
From: "Christopher A.Bowne" <radiobwn@riconnect.com> 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

Cc: "'boatanchors@theporch.com'" <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: RE: Lifeboat radio - a quiet career 

Date: Fri, 10 Mar 2000 19:21:56 -0500 


Hue's comments about lifeboat radios and his mention of a survival classic 
called "The Raft" jogged me a bit - while in the Naval Armed Guard during 
WW2 my late father in law apparently spent a very long time adrift ona 
merchant ship in the Pacific after it was attacked. They did not sink but 
lost all propulsion and electrical power. They were not able to communicate 


and eventually were resuced only by sheer luck after many weeks, by which 
time they were in desperate conditions due to exposure and lack of fresh 
water. My wife said that the family never was able to get any more details 
of the incident from him...he didn't like to talk about it....does anyone 
out there know of such an incident, and other details, such as the ship's 
name, etc? Two ship's that I know that he served on were the Missionary 
Ridge, which was a fast tanker that ran independently from convoys, and the 
Bowie (named after Jim Bowie?) I don't know it either of these were the 
ships involved in the incident. 


73, 


Chris Bowne, AJ1G 
Stonington, CT 
radiobwn@riconnect.com 
AMI No. 211 


Message-ID: <0Q02901bf8af3$c76a9440$89c76ac6@oemcomputer> 
From: "Hue Miller" <kargokult@proaxis.com> 
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: Re: Lifeboat radio - a quiet career 
Date: Fri, 10 Mar 2000 16:50:19 -0800 
MIME-Version: 1.0 
Content-Type: text/plain; 
charset="i1s0-8859-1" 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


meets Original Message----- 
From: Andre Guibert <aguibert@sympatico.ca> 


| The Gibson Girl was a transmitter only, make sense that 
| when the aircrafts flew over the rafts that they 


| exchanged hand wavings. 


--No, what 1 meant was, hand waving and maybe in larger rafts, 
flare gun, are the only communication modes i have read about. 


| Not much explanations as to how the A/C found the rafts. 
--Accounts i have read of the Pacific area, deal with only 


hard work, monotonous, systematic area search: looking. 
Hue 


Message-ID: <0Q04£01bf8af7$6e9cfac0$89c76ac6@oemcomputer> 
From: "Hue Miller" <kargokult@proaxis.com> 
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: Re: Lifeboat radio - a quiet career 
Date: Fri, 10 Mar 2000 17:16:28 -0800 
MIME-Version: 1.0 
Content-Type: text/plain; 
charset="iso0-8859-1" 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


peri Original Message----- 
From: Christopher A.Bowne <radiobwn@riconnect.com> 


|while in the Naval Armed Guard during 

|WW2 my late father in law apparently spent a |very long time adrift ona 
|merchant ship in the Pacific after it was attacked. |They did not sink but 
|lost all propulsion and electrical power. They were |not able to 
communicate 

|and eventually were resuced only by sheer luck after many weeks, by which 
|time they were in desperate conditions due to exposure and lack of fresh 
|water 


--Parts of the above really perplex me. Ship's 
emergency radio equipment ( 500 kc/s), a 

regen receiver and a transmitter of about 50 
watt power (correct me if i'm wrong on this) 

were battery powered. 

Perhaps the radio room, up in the superstructure, 
was damaged, and the equipment or batteries 

gone. However, there still would have been 1 or 
2 lifeboat radio transmitters - the battery powered 
ones of about 5 watt level. Even if the ship's 
antenna had been lost to gunfire, the lifeboat 
radio kit contained antenna wire that could have 
been rigged up to the mast. At night, this would 
get out pretty well. Even if the radio op was 
out of commission, some other fairly savvy 
crewmember could succeed in this. 

I too, would like to learn more about this 
incident. 

Hue Miller 


Message-ID: <38C99D88.9156631A@metronet. com> 
Date: Fri, 10 Mar 2000 19:12:40 -0600 

From: Neal McEwen <nmcewen@metronet.com> 
MIME-Version: 1.0 


To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
CC: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: Re: Lifeboat radio - a quiet career 
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


Check out this photo -> http://www.megasource.com/k5rw/SOS_wheel.jpg of 
a SOS wheel from a Gison Girl from a downed B-17 in N. Atlantic. 
I got this third hand so marked; unfortunately, I cannot attest to it's 
authenticity altho I have no doubts. The fellow I got it from is a 
meticulous historian and collector. 
73 de K5RW, Neal McEwen, at "The Telegraph Office", nmcewen@metronet.com 

A WWW Page for Telegraph Key Collectors and Historians 

http: //www.metronet.com/~nmcewen/tel_off.html 


Message-ID: <0Q06£01bf8af9$778bbe80$89c76ac6@oemcomputer> 
From: "Hue Miller" <kargokult@proaxis.com> 
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: Re: Lifeboat radio - a quiet career 
Date: Fri, 10 Mar 2000 17:31:02 -0800 
MIME-Version: 1.0 
Content-Type: text/plain; 
charset="i1s0-8859-1" 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


aot Original Message----- 
From: Neal McEwen <nmcewen@metronet.com> 


la SOS wheel from a Gison Girl from a downed B-17 in N. Atlantic. 

|I got this third hand so marked; unfortunately, I cannot attest to it's 
|authenticity altho I have no doubts. The fellow I got it from is a 
|meticulous historian and collector. 


--interesting artifact. I would speculate that 
some rescue ship's crewman collected the 
radio from the raft, and extracted the wheel 
as a memento, knowing he would be questioned 
or given a hard time, if he kept a standard 
military equipment in his possession. 

It would certainly make sense that over- 
Altlantic flights would carry such equipment. 
That is, non-seaplane aircraft. Ditto for the 
Pacific, and also for Navy long range non- 
seaplane patrol craft. ( PB4Y, for example? ). 
Hue Miller 


Message-Id: <v03007803b4ef£05bc6214@[132.235.46.157]> 
Mime-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: text/enriched; charset="us-ascii" 
Date: Fri, 10 Mar 2000 17:59:24 -0500 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

From: Richard Post <post@ouvaxa.cats.ohiou.edu> 
Subject: Radio in the World War (1) 


Anchorites, 


I sent an earlier note responding to Jose Gavila's query regarding the 
BC-14. The note said that the BC-14/A was based on a French design. 

I have always wondered why the U.S. would copy a French receiver. In 

one of the papers to a Harvard symposium in 1928 titled "Radio in the 

World War", General J.G. Harbord, President of RCA, wrote: 


"When we entered the war, we were equipped as we were in 1914, whereas 
our Allies had radio apparatus representing three years of intensive 
war-time development. Accordingly, we were forced to adopt the 
equipment of the French Army, but a research program was laid out with 
view to our future needs. A laboratory and field-test section was 
established by the A. E. F. in France. In this country, a research 
bureau was created at Camp Vail, New Jersey, and this was supplemented 
by work done at the Signal Corps Laboratory and the Bureau of Standards 
in Washington. Many improvements were made in the French sets. Indeed 
the Armistice found us nearing completion of a program for the 
development of radio apparatus designed to meet the special 
requirements of the Army." 


(the symposium papers were printed in "The Radio Industry; the Story of 
its Development", A.W. Shaw Co., 1928., the quote is from p. 85) 


The paper has further interesting information on such items as the 
Alexanderson alternator and an attempt by the British (Marconi) to 
dominate the world market for it. (No mention made of a certain 
antenna-climbing Major inventor however :-) 


I could scan, OCR, and PDF the 30 page paper if the group is 
interested. AFAIK, it's old enough that copyright is not a problem. 


<fontfamily><param>Geneva</param>73, 


Rich 


Boatanchor Pix website - KB8TAD 


http: //oak.cats.ohiou.edu/~postr/bapix/ 


Museum of Radio and Technology 


http: //oak.cats.ohiou.edu/~postr/MRT/</fontfamily> 


Message-ID: <0Q0b601bf8afd$e4d6bae0$89c76ac6@oemcomputer> 
From: "Hue Miller" <kargokult@proaxis.com> 
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: re: CRT-3 and lifeboat radio related 
Date: Fri, 10 Mar 2000 18:02:43 -0800 
MIME-Version: 1.0 
Content-Type: text/plain; 
charset="iso-8859-1" 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


In the past i've passed by Gibson Girls 
(metal ones) and other transmit-only 
lifeboat radios as useless, altho i do 
like 2-way ( xr & t) lifeboat equipment. 
It has occurred to me, that if one found 
one with the HF also channel ( 8364 ? ), 
the CRT-3 (?), by itself without the 
accessories, so it would not be a primo 
display set, one could retune the output 
circuit and operate it with a 40 meter 
rock in it, bypassing the generator stage, 
for some nostalgic QRP. 


Message-ID: <38C9A8AE.CDB8C680@metronet.com> 
Date: Fri, 10 Mar 2000 20:00:14 -0600 

From: Neal McEwen <nmcewen@metronet.com> 
MIME-Version: 1.0 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
CC: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: Re: CRT-3 and lifeboat radio related 


Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


Early Gibson Girls transmitted on 500kcs. Later ones were also on 
8364 kcs. The tube line up was a 12SC7 oscillator and 12A6 PA. My 
1944 ARRL handbook shows the 12A6 running at 250 volts at 30 mils. I 
doubt it ran full power at 7.5 watts. 

There was a incandescant lamp with a waterproof cord that you could 
plug in and it would flash SOS as you turned the wheel. So there was a 
visiual indicator for rescuers also. 

The antenna was a kite with a length of wire. There was a button on 
the front panel that you could send code with. 

Here are some photos of the Gibson Girl from Tom Perera's web 
page. Note the controls for 500 / 8364 and the 'key.' 

http: //www.chss.montclair.edu/psychology/perera/8130. jpg 
http: //www.chss.montclair.edu/psychology/perera/8130b. jpg 
http: //www.chss.montclair.edu/psychology/perera/8130c. jpg 
http: //www.chss.montclair.edu/psychology/perera/8130d. jpg 
73 de K5RW, Neal McEwen, at "The Telegraph Office", nmcewen@metronet.com 
A WWW Page for Telegraph Key Collectors and Historians 
http: //www.metronet.com/~nmcewen/tel_off.html 


Message-Id: <3.0.5.32.20000310175551.007abb90@pop.igc.org> 
Date: Fri, 10 Mar 2000 17:55:51 -0800 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch. com> 

From: Dick Dillman <ddillman@igc.org> 

Subject: Re: Lifeboat radio - a quiet career 

Mime-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii" 


At 05:22 AM 3/10/00 -0800, Hue Miller wrote: 


>The recent post about the UK public safety agencies discontinuing 
>monitoring of 2182 led me to think about lifeboat radio thru the 
>ages. ( i mean vacuum tube and transistor eras.) Now, i have 

>read some accounts of civil disasters and wartime sinkings, but 

>i can recall only 1 brief mention of any use of lifeboat radio, and 
>even that account mentioned listening, did not actually mention 
>sending SOS. For all the lifeboat radios out there thru history, 
>probably from early 1930s to just recently retired, I really wonder 
>how many ever fulfilled their intended purpose. Two? Three? One? 


>de Hue Miller 
>*xwho likes lifeboat radios 


As what seems to be the only person on my block with a RCA ET-8053 lifeboat 


radio in his living room I suppose I may be counted as a fellow lifeboat 
radio enthusiast, Hue. Is it really just the two of us? 


The ET-8053 is a rather large beast. I've often wondered how it would 
really be to drag it across a listing and possibly icy deck in the dead of 
night into the lifeboat in time of need, then lashing it athwart the 
gunwales and erecting the antenna (all according to the carefully included 
instructions) in high seas. All you have to do then is drop the lead 
weighted ground lead over the side, get a member of the deck gang to start 
cranking and send out a snappy SOS on 500kc. and/or 8364kc. And presto! A 
PBY will immediately appear overhead to land nearby and haul you and your 
mates aboard through its rear blister hatches. The ET-8053 is notable for 
having receivers for both frequency bands, by the way. 


But I share Hue's desire to know if such a scenario ever happened. If 
anyone knows about a resuce that took place because of a signal from any of 
the hand cranked lifeboat radios please tell us about it! 


Regards, 


Dick 


Dick Dillman, W6AWO 
Chief Operator at K6KPH of the Maritime Radio Historical Society 
Collector of Heavy Metal: 
Harleys, Willys and Radios Over 100lbs. 


From: PLT1032@aol.com 

Message-ID: <94.1b8d000.25£b170f@aol . com> 

Date: Fri, 10 Mar 2000 22:27:11 EST 

Subject: BC-348, A.C. Internal Power Supply, Military? 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

MIME-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: multipart/mixed; boundary="part1_94.1b8d000.25fb170f_boundary" 


--part1_94.1b8d000.25fb170f£_boundary 
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="US-ASCII" 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


--part1_94.1b8d000.25fb170f_boundary 
Content-Type: message/rf£c822 
Content-Disposition: inline 


Return-path: BC3480@aol.com 

From: BC348Q@aol.com 

Full-name: BC348Q 

Message-ID: <bf£.17eb942.25fb16ae@aol . com> 

Date: Fri, 10 Mar 2000 22:25:34 EST 

Subject: BC-348 A.C. Internal Power Supply, Military? 
To: PLT1032@aol.com 

MIME-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


KKK KK KK KK KK KK KK KKK KKK KK KKK KKK 
---REMAINDER OF MESSAGE TRUNCATED--- 
This post contains a forbidden message format 
(such as an attached file, a v-card, HTML formatting) 
Mail Lists at theporch.com only accept PLAIN TEXT 
If your postings display this message your mail program 
is not set to send PLAIN TEXT ONLY and needs adjusting 
KKK RK KK KR KK KKK KKK KKK KK KK KKK KK 


+ + FF FF FF 
+ FF FF OF 


--part1_94.1b8d000.25fb170f_boundary- - 


Message-Id: <1.5.4.16.19800104234503 .277£21b0@pop1.sympatico.ca> 
Mime-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii" 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

From: Andre Guibert <aguibert@sympatico.ca> 

Subject: re: CRT-3 and lifeboat radio related 

Date: Fri, 10 Mar 2000 22:54:26 -0500 


Bonsoir Hugh and All 

The Gibson Girl that I have is model: T-74A/CRT3. 

500kc and signal lamp worn on top of the head (Manual) 

500kc/8364kc (automatic), transmit for 50/60sec, on 

500kc and change over to 8364kc. 

I know that there are several models with different 

frequencies and there even a tr/rec. one that came after 

WW2, to much power hungry it died very quickly. 

The antenna was hauled up either by a balloon(inflated by 

an hydrogen generator using sea water in winds below 20mph 

or a kite for higher wind speeds. The antenna was wound in 

a little drum with brake, inside a little door in the front. 

Saw its predecessor at a Maritime Museem, German design 

captured by the English in I beleive 1941, handed over to 
the Americans who produced it(with refinements) and 

called it the"Gibson Girl. 

One thing that made me smile is the blanked out face 


of the operator in the operating manual. 
Wonder if there are any German units left and at what 
price? 
Andre 
>Return-path: <owner-boatanchors@theporch.com> 
>It has occurred to me, that if one found 
>one with the HF also channel ( 8364 ? ), 
>the CRT-3 (?), by itself without the 
>accessories, so it would not be a primo 
>display set, one could retune the output 
>circuit and operate it with a 40 meter 
>rock in it, bypassing the generator stage, 
>for some nostalgic QRP. 
> 
> 
> 
Andre Guibert 
aguibert@sympatico.ca 


Message-ID: <005701bf8bO0£$1fb21ccO$a96ae7d0@sandy-s-pentium> 
From: "Sandy W5TVW" <ebjr@i-55.com> 
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: Re: Lifeboat radio - a quiet career 
Date: Fri, 10 Mar 2000 22:04:31 -0600 
MIME-Version: 1.0 
Content-Type: text/plain; 
charset="iso-8859-1" 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


>The ET-8053 is a rather large beast. I've often wondered how it 
would 

>really be to drag it across a listing and possibly icy deck in 
the dead of 

>night into the lifeboat in time of need, then lashing it athwart 
the 

>gunwales and erecting the antenna (all according to the 
carefully included 

>instructions) in high seas. 


The RCA set is a heavy beast! I've cranked many of them 

for annual FCC inspections! Ditto for the Mackay 401. 

The Mackay set is a bear to crank! The newer 403 

sand state set isn't much better. The ONLY time I've actually 
made a contact with a lifeboat set was with a Skanti (Danish) 
lifeboat radio aboard a Norwegian tanker. They are rather easy 
to crank and one can crank and operate the set at the same time, 


albeit a bit trying). This one was the second set that was in 
the 

foc'sle of the ship (bow or front end to you landlubbers) 

A 35-40 foot vertical antenna was rigged from the inside of 

the foc'sle thru a feed thru to the forward mast. I got on 500 
Khz with it 

and tried to call WNU with no results. Went to 8 Mhz and got 
them 

pronto! The ship was docked around Donaldsonville, LA in the 
Mississippi river at the time. THis was the only time I did make 
a 

successful contact with a L/B radio! 


73, 
Sandy W5TVW 
ex-Mackay Radio serviceman for 20+ years 


Message-ID: <001401bf8b1d$d1a7a2c0$79c76ac6@oemcomputer> 
From: "Hue Miller" <kargokult@proaxis.com> 
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: Re: Lifeboat radio - a quiet career 
Date: Fri, 10 Mar 2000 21:51:14 -0800 
MIME-Version: 1.0 
Content-Type: text/plain; 
charset="iso0-8859-1" 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


piatoie Original Message----- 
From: Dick Dillman <ddillman@igc.org> 


|As what seems to be the only person on my block with a RCA ET-8053 lifeboat 
|xradio in his living room I suppose I may be counted as a fellow lifeboat 
|xadio enthusiast 


--My 401-A is right here in the living room, ready for any rising of the 
Willamette River. 


|The ET-8053 is a rather large beast. I've often wondered how it would 
|really be to drag it across a listing and possibly icy deck in the dead of 
|night into the lifeboat in time of need, then lashing it athwart the 
|gunwales and erecting the antenna (all according to the carefully included 
|instructions) in high seas. 


--This would maybe explain why they weren't used :-) 
However, these were already stocked in the lifeboat. 


|But I share Hue's desire to know if such a scenario ever happened. If 
[anyone knows about a resuce that took place because of a signal from any of 
|the hand cranked lifeboat radios please tell us about it! 


--I have a very limited sampling to go on, but it seems, at least in the 
wartime situations, the early SOS from the ship or the obvious hit 

was observed, and all that remained was for one of the escorts, 

after chasing off the sub, to pick up survivors. OR, on the other 

hand, no one was around to rescue them, and they were destined 

to drift for days, maybe many days, on flimsy rubber liferafts or wood 
debris, sans radio. 

Karl Barsklag had a pretty darn interesting book written in the 1930s, 
called i think "SOS at Sea". Lots of SOS action in it, but no lifeboat 
radio, simply because that was before lifeboat radio became common 

in the fleets. 

Hue Miller 


Message-ID: <38C9DC45.9AFOBDCF@ix.netcom. com> 
Date: Fri, 10 Mar 2000 23:40:21 -0600 

From: David Stinson <arc5@ix.netcom.com> 
MIME-Version: 1.0 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: Re: Lifeboat radio- a quiet career 
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


I have a 15-watt lifeboat radio here built by RCA in 1938. 
It's an RCA T-104 transmitter and R-104 receiver, 
both mounted on slide-out rails in one big box. 
Covers 2 - 4.5 MC, AM and CW. 

It's marked for lifeboats and has 

"U.S. COAST GUARD" on the nomenclature plates. 

The thing is so big, I don't know how they could have 
had anyone except the radio operator in the boat 

with this rig. And the power supply was in yet 
another box, which I don't have. 

The thing was in a lifeboat at some time, 

because it has some salt spray crud. 

I'd also like any information anyone might 

have on these radios being used. 


Photo at: 
http: //www.arc5.com/rcea. jpg 


I put a command set transmitter next to it for scale. 


(No, Bill- I don't want to trade it ;-). 


TNX ES 73 DE Dave AB5S 


Message-Id: <3.0.5.32.20000310220701.007ac100@pop.igc.org> 
Date: Fri, 10 Mar 2000 22:07:01 -0800 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

From: Dick Dillman <ddillman@igc.org> 

Subject: Re: Lifeboat radio - a quiet career 

Mime-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii" 


At 09:51 PM 3/10/00 -0800, Hue Miller wrote: 


>--My 401-A is right here in the living room, ready for any rising of the 
>Willamette River. 


Ah, Hue. I see we share a certain taste in decor. 


>--This would maybe explain why they weren't used :-) 
>However, these were already stocked in the lifeboat. 


Hmmm... If you say so I'm sure it must have been true in at least some 
cases. But I have seen the ET-8053 also mounted in a large bracket 
apparently intended for bulkhead mounting. Thus my idea that the R/O was 
in charge of demounting and dragging it along to the boats. 


D. 


Dick Dillman, W6AWO 
Chief Operator at K6KPH of the Maritime Radio Historical Society 
Collector of Heavy Metal: 
Harleys, Willys and Radios Over 100lbs. 


Message-Id: <3.0.5.32.20000310221251.007aec40@pop.igc.org> 
Date: Fri, 10 Mar 2000 22:12:51 -0800 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

From: Dick Dillman <ddillman@igc.org> 

Subject: Re: Lifeboat radio- a quiet career 

Mime-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii" 


At 11:40 PM 3/10/00 -0600, David Stinson wrote: 


>I have a 15-watt lifeboat radio here built by RCA in 1938. 
>It's an RCA T-104 transmitter and R-104 receiver, 

>both mounted on slide-out rails in one big box. 

>Covers 2 - 4.5 MC, AM and CW. 


A very interesting set, Dave. Interesting that a lifeboat radio does not 
cover either of the CW distress frequencies. Perhaps it was intended 
mainly for voice operation on 2182kc. Or could it be that the "lifeboat" 
designation refers to the USCG term "motor lifeboat" which I believe was 
the designation they gave many of their earlier rescue boats? In that case 
perhaps it was intended for comms back to the USCG base. 


D. 


Dick Dillman, W6AWO 
Chief Operator at K6KPH of the Maritime Radio Historical Society 
Collector of Heavy Metal: 
Harleys, Willys and Radios Over 100lbs. 


Date: Fri, 10 Mar 2000 22:43:10 -0800 

From: Arden Allen <gumbear@pacbell.net> 

Subject: Re: Lifeboat radio- a quiet career 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Message-id: <QFR8QQ0HQKWOOX9@mta4.snfc21.pbi.net> 
MIME-version: 1.0 

Content-type: text/plain; charset=ISO-8859-1 
Content-transfer-encoding: 7bit 


Ahoy Dave! 


Photo at: 


Vv 


Vv 


http: //www.arc5.com/rca. jpg 
A picture is worth a thousand words............ or one word. Boatanchor. 


Arden Allen KB6NAX Vallejo, CA gumbear@pacbell.net 


Message-ID: <001001bf8b45$3ef4d420$45c66ac6@oemcomputer> 
From: "Hue Miller" <kargokult@proaxis.com> 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

Subject: Re: Lifeboat radio - a quiet career 

Date: Sat, 11 Mar 2000 02:33:29 -0800 

MIME-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: text/plain; 


charset="i1s0-8859-1" 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


cote Original Message----- 
From: Dick Dillman <ddillman@igc.org> 


But I have seen the ET-8053 also mounted in a large bracket 
|apparently intended for bulkhead mounting. Thus my idea that the R/O was 
|in charge of demounting and dragging it along to the boats. 


--Are you sure it wasn't permanently mounted in 
the lifeboat? As you well know, these lifeboats 
were pretty substantial, not something you would 
lug around atop the family car. My thinking is 
that in the haste of abandon-ship conditions, it 
would be dangerous practice to require the crew 

to remember, then manage to load a heavy 
cumbersome trunk into a lifeboat - which could 
also shift and be damaged, or damage someone. 

For example, it often enuff happened that the 
ropes lowering the boat went out of kilter, with 
the boat tipped toward one end. 

Let's see who can come up with some appropriate 
docs first, maybe in some radio school text, or 
radio manual. 

Also, we need to do some recruiting, I don't think 
3 is enuff to really start up our "Distress Key Nite". 
(also some strong volunteers for the crank duty.) 


Message-ID: <001501bf£8b47$489311c0$45c66ac6@oemcomputer> 
From: "Hue Miller" <kargokult@proaxis.com> 
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: Re: Lifeboat radio- a quiet career 
Date: Sat, 11 Mar 2000 02:48:04 -0800 
MIME-Version: 1.0 
Content-Type: text/plain; 
charset="iso0-8859-1" 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


ss Original Message----- 
From: Dick Dillman <ddillman@igc.org> 


|>I have a 15-watt lifeboat radio here built by RCA in 1938. 
|>It's an RCA T-104 transmitter and R-104 receiver, 


|>both mounted on slide-out rails in one big box. 

|>Covers 2 - 4.5 MC, AM and CW. 

| 

|A very interesting set, Dave. Interesting that a lifeboat radio does not 
|cover either of the CW distress frequencies. Perhaps it was intended 
|mainly for voice operation on 2182kc. Or could it be that the "lifeboat" 
|designation refers to the USCG term "motor lifeboat" which I believe was 
|the designation they gave many of their earlier rescue boats? In that case 
|perhaps it was intended for comms back to the USCG base. 


--Ahoy, mates! 

I concur with Dick's insight on this rig. No 500 kc/s, no lifeboat radio. 
This actually has all the looks of a standard communications radio for 
harbor and local use - judging by the power. 

( Fishing boats that went farther out always have 

been at least about 50W, even back then.) 

Dave, did it appear to have a detachable cover? 

I would say that is the second qualifier. 

I would say a key built right on the front, is the 

third qualifier. What say ye? 

I have a smaller yet USCG radio, the TRC-109 

by WECo., ca. 1943. 5 watts. In a post to 

milsurplus list, i quoted a section i had found in 

an ONI publication on US warships, that listed 

types of small ex-civilian vessels pressed into 

service as WW2 coastal patrol vessels. 

Alright, time for my watch to end. 

Hue 


End o£ BOATANCHORS Digest 2830 
KKKKKKKKKKKKKK KKK KK 


